
Social Emotional 
Learning

Indoctrination into critical 
consciousness



Critical Consciousness

• The Marxist theory that all of society is designed to 

oppress. 

• To take action to dismantle oppression; to be 

“woke.”



Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

• The primary education indoctrination system for 

programming into critical consciousness;

• A system of continual assessments, data collection, and 

interventions (Multi-Tiered System of Supports); 

• A program designed to shift education to “cultural 

competencies” in contrast to academic knowledge and 

skills.
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The EDI framework conceptualizes the approach for operationalizing equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout systems.

Equity
Disrupting mental models and behaviors 
that perpetuate historical injustices, 
marginalization, and institutional
racism.

Diversity
The conditions exist for fully valuing and 
respecting the continuum of the diverse 
human experience. Representation and 
the intersectionality of both our 
individual and collective identities are 
acknowledged.

Inclusion

Fostering a culture of belonging by 
amplifying authentic relationships and 
different ways of knowing within and 
across networks, coalitions, and 
organizations to hold ourselves 
accountable to those most harmed by 
structural racism and injustice.



Definitions
EQUITY:

• Equal outcomes by identity groups, not equal opportunity. 

• Discriminating against whites, Asians, males, and heterosexuals to 

create equal outcomes by identity group.

Culturally Responsive/Culturally Relevant Teaching :

Teaching all subjects through an equity lens; to create critical 

consciousness in students by inserting systemic racism and identity 

politics into the curriculum (math, science, reading, etc.) The purpose 

of academic lessons is political knowledge.



UNDERSTANDING SEL

The Collaborative for Academic,
 Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) 
is the command center for SEL.

CASEL provides the national framework. 

To understand SEL, know CASEL.





Definitions

“Anti-racist’: 
‘Anti-racist’ is training for activism for a Cultural Revolution. Anti-racist 
activism is portrayed as the only avenue for a white people to redeem 
themselves from their oppressor status.

Cultural Competency:

Measurements of the degree to which a student has adopted the 

doctrines and practices of Cultural Marxism. Continual surveys, 

questionnaires, and observation are the usual measurements and 

interventions are applied to improve their scores.  



Consortium on Academic 
& Social Emotional Learning 



CASEL’s 5 competencies are interpreted 
through an equity lens

“We view these competencies as interrelated, synergistic, 
and integral to the growth and development of justice-
oriented, global citizens. Below, we consider each 
competency through an equity lens—what we refer to as 
‘equity elaborations.’ ”

CASEL: “Equity & Social and Emotional 
Learning: A Cultural Analysis”



“Self-awareness is the ability 
to understand one’s own 
emotions, thoughts, and 
values and how they influence 
behavior across contexts. This 
includes capacities to 
recognize one’s strengths and 
limitations with a well-
grounded sense of confidence 
and purpose.”

“Self-awareness is foundational for 
equity. The sense of self for all young 
people includes, for example, cultural 
values and orientations and collective 
identities (e.g., ethnic-racial group, 
socioeconomic status, and gender).”

Core Competency #1: Self-Awareness
   
How they sell it  Internal description



“An expression of communalism that specifically refers to 
ethnic or racial group membership is termed ethnic-racial 
identity (ERI).

“A healthy sense of ERI is important for psychological, 
academic, and social well-being.”

From CASEL, “Equity & Social and Emotional Learning: A Cultural 
Analysis”

Ethnic-Racial Identity (ERI).



MN Teacher Licensing Mandates
Standard 2-D

“The teacher fosters an environment that ensures student identities 

such as race/ethnicity, national origin, language, sex and gender, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, physical/ developmental/ 

emotional ability, socioeconomic class, and religious beliefs are 

historically and socially contextualized, affirmed, and incorporated 

into a learning environment where students are empowered to learn 

and contribute as their whole selves.”



Data collection is at the core of SEL.

• Continual Surveys, Questionnaires, Screenings

• Leading questions

• Personal attitudes, values, beliefs, emotions, identity

• Permanent psychological/mental health score created for 
each child that follows them for the rest of their lives.



Panorama: partner with CASEL promoting
SEL resources, training, programming.



Data collection is at the core of SEL. 

“Behavioral or SEL goals can be tracked using qualitative 
measures. For example, you could make note of how a student 
is interacting with peers in class.” 

https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/progress-monitoring-
fundamentals-mtss-rti 



CourageIsAHabit.org



Centering Equity through Data Use 

“Applying an equity lens to the 
knowledge and skills needed for 
educator data use is not a single, 
peripheral step. Rather, it is an ongoing 
process at the beginning of each phase 
in the data and assessment literacy 
guidance. Each phase is an opportunity 
for centering equity within data use…”

MDE: Data and Assessment Literacy for 
Teaching and Learning, Nov 2021



SEL Data collection

• Categorizes ALL student as “at-risk” of needing behavioral intervention;

• Interprets data through an equity lens (believes America is racist and 
oppressive);

• Generates individual scores based on conformity to competencies: e.g.
gender fluid affirmation, equity & social justice causes, climate 
change activism;

• Employs “interventions” to move individuals, classrooms, schools, 
communities;

• Continual: assessments/screening/interventions to create a culture shift.



Where does the data go? 

• Statewide systems can eventually link nationally and then globally.

• Will these become “social credit” scores (ESGs)?

• Will this data impact not only their K-12 education, but also have 
a life-altering impact on their postsecondary education, the 
workforce, the military, exercise their constitutional rights, etc?



The MTSS
Pyramid

 

MTSS used to be for individual students.
MTSS now is for ALL students. 

Multi-tiered 
System of 
Supports





Chisago Lakes Elementary
Schools, October 2023





What is MTSS?

 

• All students are psychologically assessed.
• Every student has a permanent 

psychological profile.
• All students are rated on their “cultural

competencies” (values, attitudes, beliefs). 



What is 
MTSS?

 

• Student assessments are evaluated
through an “equity” lens.

• “Interventions” are administered to move
students toward an “equity” worldview.

• All students are continuously re-assessed 
with surveys, questionnaires, etc. 



MnMTSS is 
Social 

Emotional 
Learning (SEL)

The Minnesota Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MnMTSS) 
is a systemic, continuous 
improvement framework for 
ensuring positive social, 
emotional, behavioral, 
developmental, and academic 
outcomes for every student. 

https://education.mn.gov/mde/dse/
mtss/



MnMTSS is 
“Equity”

“MnMTSS provides access to layered tiers 
of culturally and linguistically responsive, 
evidence-based practices … it engages an 
anti-bias and socially-just approach to 
examining policies and practices and 
ensuring equitable distribution of 
resources and opportunity.”

https://education.mn.gov/mde/dse/mtss/



https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/equity-based-mtss



“This is a question that many educators are 
thinking about. More than ever, measurable 
goals around equity and inclusion are at the 
core of district planning and priorities.”

https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/equity-based-mtss



“An MTSS that advances equity gives all students access to a 
great education in the most inclusive environment possible. This 
access is provided using universal screening and progress 
monitoring data to start a student in the least intensive support 
environment and adding or removing that support as needed. In 
other words, we’re giving each and every student just the right 
amount of support they need to succeed.”

https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/progress-monitoring-fundamentals-mtss-rti
https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/progress-monitoring-fundamentals-mtss-rti


“First, it’s important that we don’t think of 
equity and inclusion as separate from 
MTSS. Equity is intrinsic to MTSS and should 
be embedded within each tier of supports.”
[Emphasis in the original.]



• Tier 1: Racial Equity & 
Social Justice 

• Tier 2: Racial Equity & 
Social Justice 

• Tier3: Racial Equity & 
Social Justice 





“This toolkit will help you build processes around two 
critical components of MTSS: intervention 
planning and progress monitoring with data.”



Where’s Minnesota?

• Completely aligned with CASEL & federal “Whole Child”;

• Created the “Social Emotional Learning District Implementation 
and Professional Development Guidance”;

• Ongoing early childhood and pre-kindergarten SEL assessments;

• Targeted 2023 legislative funding for SEL curriculum.



Where’s Minnesota?

The 2023 legislature appropriated $27m in the next two 

years to get MnMTSS into Minnesota school districts, 

including grants for districts to adopt it, grants to regional 

governments to implement it, and resources for a 

universal screening process “to identify students who 

may be at risk if experiencing SEL difficulties.” (HF2497)



Beginning July 1, 2023, all Minnesota school districts 
and charter schools must be offered training and 
support in implementing MTSS through the Department 
of Education COMPASS team and the Department of 
Education's regional partners, the Minnesota Service 
Cooperatives.  (HF2497)

COLLABORATIVE MINNESOTA PARTNERSHIPS 

TO ADVANCE STUDENT SUCCESS (COMPASS)



SEL is a complete system for indoctrinating students 
into a Marxist worldview in Minnesota 

schools and throughout the country.  

1. What SEL program is in your school district?
2. Understand it.
3. Speak about it.
4. Reject the surveys and data collection.
5. Lobby your school boards, principals, & superintendents 

against it.









From the Friendzy ‘Christian’ SEL curriculum



Friendzy Emotion Chart



Self-Awareness Strategy:

The Feelings Wheel



Federal Pressure



Setting up the data collection systems

• President Obama’s Education Race to the Top program awarded 
over $4 billion to states agreeing to build or improve Statewide 
Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) that store psychological profiles 
of students. 

• SLDS are continuously offered grants and incentives to expand 
their systems & capabilities. 

• Federal Covid money is being directed toward setting up district 
and school data systems. Private schools are included.



The SEL framework has four outer rings:
 
• classrooms, 
• schools, 
• family and caregivers,
• communities. 

The broad scope of impact is 
because SEL is a vehicle to create 
systemic change



“Whole child” education

Transforming education by 
extending government authority 
beyond cognitive learning to the 
entire emotional, social, and 
cultural experiences and values of a 
child. 



SEL is a Pipeline to “Whole child” education

“CASEL’s collaborating states initiative and CCSSO welcomed 
Michigan into their Effective Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 
(MTSS): SEL and Whole Child Development program. 

“This program, funded by the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, connects 
states with national experts to provide technical assistance, coaching, 
document review, and early access to resources and examples from 
CASEL and CCSSO.”

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/ Press Release November 3, 2020
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