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“Those who exert the first 
influence upon the mind 
have the greatest power.”

Horace Mann
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I.   Defining Social-Emotional Learning

SEL as defined by proponents:

“Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the 

process through which children learn to 

recognize and manage emotions.  It allows 

them to understand and interact with 

others and to make good decisions.”  

Social Emotional Learning:  A Resource Guide to Behavioral Health  2011
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SEL = therapy

SEL is a form of therapy used by 
educators in the classroom to retrain 
the emotions, attitudes, values, and 
behaviors of school-age children 
without parental knowledge or 
consent. 
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School days, school days,
Good old Golden Rule days.
Readin’ and writin’ and ‘rithmetic,
Sung to the tune of a hickory stick.
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Readin’
writin’ 

‘rithmetic

Feelings
Attitudes
Behaviors 
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Outcome-based education
Self-esteem movement
New math
Whole language 
Multicultural education
Values modification
Workforce development
Race to the Top 
Anti-bullying programs
Common Core
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SEL= 
Improved learning

Therapy
Testing
Treating
Tracking
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SEL Therapy

11



12



13



mental health assessments 

remediation
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SEL is subjective

Should an active, fidgety child
be labeled ADD?

Should a quiet, introverted child 
be labeled abnormally withdrawn?
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States implementing SEL

California, Illinois, Kansas, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Nevada, Pennsylvania, and 
Washington
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Common Core         SEL
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II.   What SEL promoters 
say regarding benefits
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“Help the child understand and 
contextualize his or her values, 
beliefs and perceptions.” 

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through 
Technology Page 27
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“…it can be highly effective to 
introduce SEL early and embed 
it in the core curriculum 
throughout a child’s schooling.”   

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through 
Technology Page 5
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New Vision for Education: Fostering Social and Emotional Learning 
through Technology Page 10

“An example of a dedicated SEL 
curriculum, PATHS Education 
Worldwide is a school-based 
programme in which students 
receive a 20- to 30 minute SEL 
lesson several times a week.” 
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“Wearable devices, apps and virtual reality 
are among the innovations that can help 
students manage their emotions, build 
collaboration skills and gain greater 
empathy for others.”             Page 11

“Wearable devices can also provide a 
minute-by-minute record of someone’s 
emotional state…” Page 14

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through Technology 
March 2016

23



“Affectiva’s Affdex…uses a webcam and algorithms to 

capture, identify and analyse human emotions and 

reactions to external stimuli.  Using eye-tracking 

data, Affdex compares a user’s expressions with a 

database of more than 1 billion facial expressions to 

assess differences by nationality, age, gender and 

other characteristics.  It can also differentiate 

between emotions such as happiness, fear, surprise 

and confusion.”  Page 15

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through 

Technology March 2016
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Computer adaptive testing 
known as CAT is a form of 
remediation where a 
question changes depending 
on the answer to the 
previous question.
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“Global organizations such as the OECD, 
UNESCO and the World Bank are well 
positioned to help advance the international 
agenda.”  Page 24

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through Technology
March 2016
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“To ensure that the labour force of the 
future is prepared to compete in the rapidly 
changing economy, businesses must be 
involved in creating and supporting SEL 
programmes…They should increase their 
involvement in the development of policies 

that link SEL to business needs.”     Page 25

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through Technology
March 2016
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Education should provide 
a firm foundation for opening 
the mind and heart to truth, 
knowledge, wisdom, and 
beauty—not primarily training 
for narrow workforce skills and 
the labor pool!
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III.  What SEL proponents say
regarding problems:

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning Through Technology  
March 2016
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“When asked about the key barriers 
to SEL, parents and teachers often 
cite insufficient time and 
requirements to teach academic 
skills.” Page 22

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through 
Technology March 2016
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“…it is just more screen time that threatens to replace human 
interaction, especially among younger students.”           Page 19

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through Technology                           
March 2016 32



“…lack of clear measures for 
social and emotional skills was a 
main barrier to SEL.”            Page 19

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through 
Technology March 2016
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“Because it’s hard to measure SEL 
consistently, it’s hard to hold 
educators accountable for 
improving their students’ social 
and emotional skills.” Page 19

New Vision for Education:  Fostering social and Emotional Learning through Technology
March 2016
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SEL is costly!

• hiring a director

• SEL specialists

• on-going teacher training 

• new curriculum

• computers etc. 
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Chicago Public Schools 
SEL spending 2014-2015

$11,700,000!

$9,500,000 from local district funds

Only $250,000 from the NoVo Foundation!
The balance came from federal and state dollars.
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“Involvement in extracurricular 

activities—for example, sports, music 

and Boy and Girl Scouts—can also foster 

SEL.  Many such programmes have 

demonstrated the ability to teach 

children skills including problem-solving, 

teamwork and resilience.” Page 9

(emphasis added)

New Vision for Education:  Fostering Social and Emotional Learning through Technology

March 2016
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IV. Organizations 
driving and funding SEL
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CASEL
Collaborative for Academic Social 

and Emotional Learning 
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CASEL
Lobbies state legislatures and 

Congress to implement SEL 
into state education policy
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CASEL and SEL funding partners:

• The  Federal government, through the Institute of 
Education Sciences

• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• The 1440 Foundation (promotes  Buddhist 

“mindfulness”)  
• The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (promotes 

socialized medicine and climate change warnings)
• The NoVo Foundation (promotes transgender rights 

and is “dedicated to catalyzing a transformation in 
global society, moving from a culture of domination to 
one of equality and partnership”—a “balanced world”)

• State dollars—taxpayers!
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V.  SEL curriculum 
examples
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SEL course content leans to the left
and teaches school-age children:

• Un-American concepts
• Destruction of traditional western ideas
• “Social justice” causes
• Blame-America first lessons
• Sexual fluidity
• Explicit Comprehensive Sex Education
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“Sexual health education 
is heavily rooted in the

core components of SEL.”

Ruthie Kolb, Colorado SEL training manager
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SEL ‘anti-bias’ curriculum

examples include:

Welcoming Schools

AMAZE
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mindfulness meditation
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VI. Assessments and 
data collection
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SEL instructors map student’s 
“personal cultural values and 

preferences” which are collected in a 
data dashboard and measured for 

change. The results are entered into a 
national SEL data bank.
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The paperwork 
is not protected
by HIPAA laws

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act

(patient privacy act)
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FERPA, the Federal Education Reporting Privacy 
Act, was gutted by the Obama administration 
and now grants privacy waivers to school districts 
and states so identifying information on a 
student’s record does not need to be deleted.  
This means:

mental health records
are no longer protected!
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School administrators have 

determined that they do not 

need to notify parents or ask 

for written consent.  This is a 

violation of the Protection of 

Pupil Rights Amendment 

(PPRA).
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Summary of SEL problems:

1. Violates family privacy, values and conscience 
through assessments, tracking and 
remediation

2. Collects personal data that follows the child 
for a lifetime! 

3. Reduces time for academics
4. Screen time replaces teacher interaction
5. Hard to measure and hard to hold teachers 

accountable
6. Very costly amidst already stretched funding 
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The minds of children are fragile.   
A SEL-trained teacher can mold 
their thinking and their destiny. 
Do you want SEL shaping your 
child’s future?
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VII.  What you can do

1. Find out if SEL is in your school district.
2. Refuse to let your children take state standardized tests. 
3. Refuse any social -emotional screening tool like Devereaux Student Strengths 

Assessment (DESSA)
4. Tell your school board to reject SEL
5. Notify your legislators to stop SEL
6. Contact the MN Department of Education and Commissioner and tell them 

you do not want your children psychologically tested, profiled, and tracked.  
Tell them to focus on academic  testing only. 

7. Use social media to warn other parents.

8. Place a letter stating your requests in your child’s file

9. Protect your child from SEL and get out now.  

10. Document everything and let CPL know the results
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“The philosophy of the school 
room in one generation will be 
the philosophy of government 
in the next.”  

Abraham Lincoln
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“All who have meditated on 
the art of governing mankind 
are convinced that the fate 
of empires depends on the 
education of youth.”

Aristotle
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